2/3/08
The Motive

1. Motivate

What motivates people to give generous gifts or donations?  
· sometimes to lessen a feeling of guilt

· love for the recipient

· compassion for the people in need

· desire to encourage others like someone encouraged you

· feel compelled by God’s Spirit to give

· response of thankfulness for God’s bounty to you

2. Transition

How do people decide which person or group will receive their gift?
· hear a story

· receive a request

· knowledge about who will use it most effectively

· may choose to give only to certain type of organization (mission, education, famine relief, orphans, etc.)

Today we look at Jesus story which illustrated how God gives to people who don’t deserve it!
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Example of Jesus
Listen for a complaint made by the religious leaders.
Luke 15:1-2 (NIV)  Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. [2] But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

Jesus was/is the Son of God.  With whom did He associate in this story?
· tax collectors 

· sinners 

Why were tax collectors mentioned almost as if they were synonymous with sinners? 

· tax collectors (even though they were Jews) were employees of the hated gentile Roman government

· they cheated people

· they were free to collect more than the amount demanded by Rome and keep the excess

What was the objection of the Pharisees and scribes?
· Jesus associated with these obviously sinful people

· He even ate meals with them (a sign of acceptance)
Why do you think Jesus associated with social outcasts?
· they were people in need

· Jesus came to help people 

· these were people who were more likely to know they were in need

· they were more likely to respond to His ministry

· contrast the religious leaders who were openly hostile (Jesus rebuked them)
Pharisees were complaining about sinners and tax collectors associating with Jesus.  What complaints might some folks express about unchurched or lost people who show up in our church?
· they are just looking for money, a handout

· they dress improperly

· they don’t know how to act

· their kids are rowdy

· they sat in my pew

· they got here late … walked right in during the choir number

Despite the Pharisees’ complaints, the sinners and tax collectors felt free to associate with Jesus.  What actions might lost people take to approach Jesus today?

· ask a question about religion

· attend an evangelistic crusade

· respond positively to a witness

· come to a social gathering of your Sunday School class when invited (remember Jesus would eat meals with them)

· try reading a Bible or a piece of religious literature

Why do you think many Christians do not understand how lost people think or feel?
· it’s been a long time (or even never) since they were in that kind of situation

· we get fixed thinking about how people should act/talk/think

· we have our own religious “culture”

· the longer we’ve been saved, the less we have in common with the unsaved and unchurched

In what ways can our church show Jesus’ love to groups others despise?  What should we keep in mind about Jesus attitude towards people?
· remember that all people (us included) are equal – we are all sinners

· Jesus died for all peoples – if you were the only person on earth, Jesus would have died for you!

· Jesus does not condone sin, but calls for us to leave our wrongs in the past

· Recall 2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

· take the same attitude as in heaven, Luke 15:7 (NIV) … there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

3.2 The Lostness of People
Listen for the sequence of events of the downfall of the wayward son.
Luke 15:11-16 (NIV)  Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. [12] The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.   [13] "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  

What were the events that outline the son’s downfall?
· took early inheritance

· left for a distant country, squandered his wealth in wild living

· when money was gone, the country where he was had a famine

· he was reduced to a menial job, feeding the pigs (very distasteful to a Jew)

· had little or nothing to eat – even willing to eat “pig-chow” if he could have gotten it

For what reasons do you think the younger brother might have wanted to leave home?

· always got hand-me-downs

· the older brother might have lorded it over him

· he wanted to be an individual … not just the kid brother

· he knew he would always be in the younger brother’s shadow

When does independence become dangerous?

· when you don’t make (independent) choices that are wise

· when you put yourself at risk for spiritual or physical harm

· when your choices begin to affect others in a negative way

· when your independence becomes rebellion

How does the son’s experience in this passage compare to the state of spiritually lost people?

· they think things would be better if they could run their own lives

· they don’t want to be under anyone else’s control, certainly not God’s

· they want to have a life of fun and pleasure, no responsibilities

· they want it now … they are not into delayed gratification or future rewards

· when they squander their resources they can hit bottom pretty much the same way

What attitudes might we be tempted to adopt about such lost people that could negatively affect our motivation to share Christ with them?

· they got what was coming to them

· they acted stupidly

· they didn’t listen to advice before all their trouble, they won’t now

· they are a mess, do they really deserve another chance?

( An understanding of the spiritual poverty of people apart from God (including ourselves) should be our motivation for sharing the gospel.
3.3 The Grace of God
Listen for evidence that the father was glad to see the son return.
Luke 15:17-24 (NIV)   "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! [18] I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. [19] I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' [20] So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. [21] "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  [22] "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. [23] Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. [24] For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

What words or phrases express the repentance of the son?
· came to his senses

· I will go back to my father

· I will confess my sin against him, against God

How do we know the father was glad to receive and forgive the son?

· he was looking for him (saw him a long way off)

· was filled with compassion

· ran to him, gave him a hug, kissed him

· dressed him in fancy clothes (to replace the rags)

· honored him with a ring, with new sandals

· declared a feast, a celebration

· declared the son newly alive and no longer lost

How does Jesus’ description of the father “filled with compassion” contrast the mindset of the Pharisees and scribes?

· they were quick to condemn

· they wanted to make themselves look good by pointing out the bad in others

· they had no tolerance for sinners … kept themselves as far separated as possible

· they didn’t want to lift them up out of sin, they preferred pushing them back down

The “father” in the story represented God, our heavenly Father … how is it hard to accept that God would run to hug, accept, and generously love sinners?

· they (we) don’t deserve it

· they have offended God repeatedly 

· they have rejected God’s invitation for a long time

· we tend to think God is like us … most of us have little desire to generously welcome someone who has hurt and offended us deeply

Long time believers tend to become like the Pharisees … we’ve lived a faithful and religious life … these other folks have not!

The church today needs to get past that ungodly attitude and reach out to people whose lives have crashed … with God, welcome them into the Body of Christ.
4. Application
4.1 Lost people are not attracted to religion, but they are attracted to the life, words, and example of Jesus
· allow Jesus to show His love for the lost through you

· know and share the words of Jesus … words of hope, healing, love

4.2 Lost people whose lives have become messed up need our love, not our condemnation
· they probably already know they have problems

· allow God’s love for them to motivate your witness to them

· ask God to open doors of witness to people who are in need

4.3 God the Father is watching and willing to restore and welcome back those who come to Him
· know and communicate the fact that God goes far beyond what we might expect or deserve in restoring us to Himself

· regardless of a person’s past, we should celebrate when he/she comes to Christ
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