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The Thrill of Victory

1. Motivate

What kinds of decorative or representative items do we use to recall significant memories in our lives?
· tombstones

· historical markers

· pictures

· school yearbooks

· an engraved watch when you retire

· a class ring

How do we use these to pass along memories and information?

· they remind us of the person they represent

· we get them out and reminisce 

· we tell stories about the events in the pictures

2. Transition

Consider the memories you want to leave your family and friends … especially spiritual memories.
( Today we look at a special marker God had the Israelites establish to remember victory
3. Bible Study

3.1 Mark the Victory
Listen for the details of how a memorial marker was established.
Joshua 4:1-3,8 (NIV)  When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, [2] "Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, [3] and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight." … [8] So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the Lord had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them down. 

If you were an Israelite what details of the crossing of the Jordan river would you want to remember?

· how the priests just stepped into the water and it parted

· how the river bottom was dry as they crossed

· how the whole thing was organized

· how the water was kept back until the priests stepped onto the shore

· how long it took … If 1,000,000 people, 50 wide, 20,000 rows, 200 ft river bed @ 3 mph, 5 ft intervals … Then … 18.9 hours!!!   500 people wide => 1.89 hours 

How were the people to establish a marker?  What was it?
· one person from each tribe

· each one take up a stone as they crossed the river … right in the middle

· carry them to the place where you will camp after the crossing

Think of your own life … what life-changing encounter with God would you want to be sure to pass on to your own children and grandchildren?

· salvation experience

· how God answered a special prayer

· how God healed you, how you survived a very serious operation

· the time you re-dedicated your life

· God’s supply of your finances when you were weeks or months without a job

Why is it important to have tangible evidence of spiritual victories?

· helps remember the event

· when something is setting there or hanging there, we don’t tend to forget it

· if it is engraved or representative of the event it helps us recall the details

· it is proof to others when you tell the story

· if it is just in your mind, your memory can fail … a tangible object persists

You probably won’t set up 12 stones to mark one of these occasions or situations, but what kind of places or events you could refer to in telling family members or others about the Lord’s goodness and faithfulness?   Where could you take your child or grandchild?
· church (pew/altar) where you met Jesus as your savior

· summer camp where you dedicated your life to the Lord

· first little house where you lived as a poor married couple and God provided your needs

· place where you worked where the Lord provided a job

· hospital where you went through tough medical situation and God gave you healing 

· grave site of someone who brought you to Jesus

· times when you didn’t know where your next meal was coming from and God provided

· a picture of the Sunday school teacher who challenged you to live for Jesus

How can we help other individuals or your church celebrate the spiritual victories they experience
· a “spiritual birthday party” for children, grandchildren

· keep a scrapbook of memories from church camp, retreats, youth outings

· take pictures, videos of youth activities

· write important dates in your Bible

· journal your spiritual experiences – include family members

· keep a record of  church history – (written, pictures)
· new buildings, 

· yearly VBS, 

· pastoral highlights

· revival services, outreach ministries

· musical presentations

· even church sports teams

3.2 See God’s Hand at Work
Listen for evidence that the crossing of the river Jordan was the work of God
Joshua 4:10-11 (NIV)  Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the Jordan until everything the Lord had commanded Joshua was done by the people, just as Moses had directed Joshua. The people hurried over, [11] and as soon as all of them had crossed, the ark of the Lord and the priests came to the other side while the people watched.  … [17]    So Joshua commanded the priests, "Come up out of the Jordan."   [18] And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before. 
In this whole story, what evidences do you see that God was at work?
· when priests first set feet in the water, the river stopped flowing

· this happened when the river was a flood stage

· the crossing area was dry
· as long as the priests stood in the middle of the river with the Ark of the Covenant, the river was stopped from its flowing

· as soon as they stepped up on the bank, the river started flowing at flood stage again

How did Joshua and the priests demonstrate faith?

· initially stepped into the water

· stood there in the center of the river bed while the people crossed over (while the water piled up higher and higher?)

· obeyed God’s instructions

What do you think was the significance of their carrying of the Ark of the Covenant?

· represented the presence of God

· demonstrated that they were taking God with them

· signified to them that God was present, God’s power was at work

For what kinds of situations do you need to be reminded of God’s presence and power?

· facing a new job

· going off to a new school situation for the first time

· sending your children to a new school situation

· facing serious health crises (operation, life threatening illness, recovery from an accident)

· dealing with extensive debt

· trying to conquer a sinful habit, substance abuse

· dealing with a wayward family member

How can you demonstrate faith like Joshua and the priests did?
· obey God

· claim His promises

· tell God you are nervous, scared, not sure … but you believe what He told you

3.3 Recall the Victory
Listen for how the 12 stones were going to be an ongoing teaching tool.
Joshua 4:19-24 (NIV)  On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho. [20] And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan. [21] He said to the Israelites, "In the future when your descendants ask their fathers, 'What do these stones mean?' [22] tell them, 'Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.' [23] For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The Lord your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. [24] He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God." 

What were the purposes of the 12 stone monument?

· remind everyone there of what God had done

· be a teaching tool, provide a teachable moment for future generations

· remind people of other nationalities of the power and authority of Jehovah

What were the people supposed to say when their children and grandchildren asked about the 12 stone monument?

· tell them Israel crossed the river on dry ground
· God dried up the river long enough for the whole group of people could cross

· everyone (Israelites and gentiles) would realize the power of God

· cause everyone to be in awe and reverence and fear of God
How do past victories serve as a testimony to God’s mighty nature to future generations?
· God did it before, He can do it again

· every generation faces similar challenges … the details might be different, but the principle of the need for God’s powerful intervention remains the same

· kids need to know that their parents faced similar struggles and that God was sufficient both then and now

· it is an encouragement to young people to hear specific examples of how God worked in the lives of someone they know

· future generations need to know both our struggles and God’s intervention in our lives

Consider your own life … what is a significant spiritual lesson you have learned that you want to pass on to future generations?

· God’s sufficiency

· God’s grace and mercy and forgiveness

· the power of God to change things that seem impossible

· the power of prayer … trusting God to do what He said he would

· the importance of daily reading and studying God’s Word … it speaks specifically to so many different situations in our lives

(   What kind of  “monument” will you make to enable you to pass that lesson on?
4. Application

4.1 Joshua was a leader that learned to mark spiritual victories … in your leadership role, you need to mark spiritual victories also

· for your children

· for grandchildren

· reminding them of God’s continuing power and authority and love in our lives

( Document what God has done and is doing

( Share it with your ongoing family

4.2 When you experience a victory, remember that God is the one who has accomplished the victory
· look for God at work in your life on a daily basis

· remember that there are many small victories … God is in every one 

· God responds to the faith and obedience of leaders and followers in both every day and momentous situations

4.3 When you face troubles and dangers …

· make sure to review victories of the past that God has accomplished

· pass on to your children the legacy of God’s faithfulness, God’s love that in the midst of those troubles and dangers

· in the past

· right now

· in the future

· when you encounter nonbelievers in the midst of troubles and dangers, use God’s working in your life as a powerful testimony
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