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Timothy: Faith Keeps God First

1. Motivate

In what ways have your parents or grandparents significantly shaped your life?
· where they moved to when I was growing up

· their hobbies and interests

· their vocations and avocations

· their parenting styles

· received certain abilities through inheritance

· whether or not they chose to take/send me to church

· how much they were involved in church activities

2. Transition

Today we look at someone whose parent and grandparent significantly shaped his life 
( Timothy

3. Bible Study

3.1 Recall Your Commitment to God
Listen for things that Paul remembered about his friend and helper, Timothy.

2 Tim. 1:3-7 (NIV)  I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. [4] Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. [5] I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. [6] For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. [7] For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. 

What are words and phrases that tell us what and how Paul remembered about Timothy?

· Paul prayed for him constantly

· he remembers Timothy’s tears

· hw wants to see him, anticipates it with joy

· remembers his sincere faith

· remembers the influence of his grandmother Lois, his mother Eunice

· Paul is convinced that Timothy has that same kind of sincere faith

Paul mentions also a spirit of timidity … why might Timothy had such an attitude?

· he was young

· he might have been intimidated by Paul, a spiritual giant

· his spiritual influence was from his mother and grandmother only … his dad might have not approved of all this “Christian stuff”

· could have been anything from health to education to being short or prematurely bald!!

How can fear and timidity keep a believer from using his/her spiritual gifts?

· afraid of what people might say

· not sure that is really your gift

· don’t want to assume you are something special and lord it over someone else

· just fear getting up in front of people to speak/sing/lead

· may need mentoring

· may need opportunities in not so threatening situations  (easier to speak to a small group of people than to a whole stadium full)

· afraid of failure

Paul reminds Timothy of his spiritual heritage.  What kinds of influences does a person have in that spiritual heritage?

· family

· pastor, youth pastor, Sunday school teacher

· Christian teachers in the public school system or college classroom

· a dynamic youth group supporting one another

· a mentor … a mature Christian that takes you under his/her wing for encouragement and advice

How do those early foundations of your faith motivate you to keep God first?

· you don’t want to disappoint your parents/pastor/teacher

· the Truth of God’s Word is so firmly planted in your heart, that you know what is the right thing to do

· the teachings you received have become your own … not just something someone told you … you choose to act correctly because it your conviction

· God answers the prayers of those who have prayed for you … God’s Spirit works in  your heart … convincing/convicting you to keep God first

( Consider the chain of spiritual influences that span multiple generations

· Who prayed for your grandmother (who prays now for you)?
· What teacher invested his life teaching your pastor the Word of God and the principles of  a good pulpit ministry?
· Who lead your parents to Christ?

· What young person looks up to you as their spiritual model?

· Are you investing prayer for the person your child will marry (even if your child is only a youngster)?

3.2 Watch Out for Detours
When you have had to commute to work, what kinds of things caused distractions or detours as you went?
· accidents

· once a tree fell across the road

· the highway department was replacing a bridge

· a bridge iced over and had to be avoided

· an interstate was detoured to the route I usually took and there was too much traffic

We can also be detoured from focusing on God.   Listen for what Paul warns Timothy about.

2 Tim. 1:8 (NIV)    So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, … [13]   What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. [14] Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you--guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

What things does Paul mention that were potential spiritual detours for Timothy?
· being ashamed of being a friend of a convict (Paul)

· being ashamed of testifying about the Lord

· fear of suffering for the gospel

· getting mixed up in false doctrine, confused about Truth

· letting down your guard against untrue teachings

· not listening to the Holy Spirit’s guidance and direction

How might avoiding suffering keep believers from completely obeying God?

· we know it’s wrong to do something but you go along with the crowd to keep from being made fun of

· we fear a bad job evaluation if we oppose wrong actions in our business

· a new believer may fear the opposition of his/her family

· in some countries one’s new found faith goes against the culture to the point of having a business boycotted because everyone knows the person has followed Jesus
· kids on a sports team fear being made fun of for being a “goody-two-shoes” when everyone knows they don’t use foul language

· students who refuse to go along with a test cheating scheme may fear being falsely accused of something even worse

What was it that Timothy was supposed to guard?
· what he heard from Paul
· the sound teaching

· his faith and love for Christ Jesus

· all this spiritual heritage was an investment – deposited with, entrusted to Timothy 

How do you “guard” these things?
· if you don’t use it, you lose it 
· … apply daily the Truths of the gospel

· study God’s Word daily 
· … continue to fill your mind with God’s Truth (instead of the half-truths from the world)

· daily tell God of your dependence on Him … your love for Him

· invest these spiritual riches in the lives of others … kids, grandkids, neighbors, fellow workers

3.3 Stay Focused on God’s Work
Listen for three illustrations Paul uses to emphasize staying focused.
2 Tim. 2:1-7 (NIV)  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. [3] Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. [4] No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer. [5] Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. [6] The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. [7] Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 

Paul wanted Timothy to stay focused on God’s work.  What three illustrations does he use to stress this?   List the characteristics of these.
	Soldier
	Athlete
	Farmer

	· endure hardship

· don’t get involved in civilian affairs

· seek to please the commanding officer
	· compete according to the rules

· pursue the victor’s crown
	· hardworking

· is first to receive a share of the crops


How do each of these apply to staying focused on God’s work?

Soldier/Christian

· may involve hardship

· don’t get sidetracked by issues that have nothing to do with God’s work

· seek to please, honor, glorify our Commanding Officer, Jesus Christ

Athlete/Christian

· in constant training

· live by the principles and teachings of God’s Word

· eyes on the goal … glorifying God, building up His Kingdom

Farmer/Christian

· planting the seed of the Word of God by witnessing
· cultivating the growth of God’s Truths in lives of others by prayer and encouragement
· be involved in “harvesting” … be there to walk people through the sinner’s prayer, public confession, baptism
What is the point of training others … why is this not just “passing the buck?”
· it’s the principle of multiplication or exponential growth

· if I can train two people to live for Jesus and they in turn can each train two and so on, we end up doubling the kingdom in every cycle 

· in 10 cycles/repetitions of this process, 1 person on fire for God can grow to 1024 such people

4. Application
4.1 Consider the current status of your Christian walk


· on track and moving ahead?

· a little off course?

· running on empty?

· just getting started?

4.2 Consider what might be the “first thing” or purpose that God has for you at this stage of your life.
· enumerate the possible distractions that could keep you from fulfilling this purpose

· partner with someone else to pray for each other that God will enable you to stay focused on that “first thing” and not be distracted

4.3 Consider the next generation of believers … your children, grandchildren

· what are you doing to pass your faith on to them?

· how are you modeling a faithful walk in the Christian life?

· what can you do to mentor them to be good “soldiers,” “athletes,” and “farmers” as Paul urged?

Whatever your situation, all believers, even mature ones from time to time need to renew their commitment to God and His work.
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