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What Hope for Society?

1. Motivate

What are some situations where adults are subject to peer pressure?
· clothes fashion

· types of cars purchased

· what team to root for 

· what movies to go to

· what music to listen to

· how to respond to talk about being a Christian or going to church

How can peer pressure in social groups be either good or bad?

	Good
	Bad

	· influence to follow God

· keep away from sinful influences

· make the right choices
	· influence to discard strong moral stand

· start to backslide

· become interested, involved in sinful activities


2. Transition

Today we look at how God has placed us in our society to be the influence
 …  not to be influenced
3. Bible Study

3.1 Pursue the Right Reputation
Listen for the big plans made by an Old Testament community.
Genesis 11:1-4 (NIV)    Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. [2] As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. [3] They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. [4] Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 

What were the details of the plans made by the people settled in Shinar?
· we’ll make kiln baked bricks (as good as using stone)

· we’ll use tar for mortar

· we’ll build a great city

· it will have a very high tower

· we’ll make a name for ourselves

· this will unite us, we’ll not dissipate our combined strength by scattering to smaller factions

What element of  society helped make this possible/

( the whole world had a common language

Recall God’s command in Genesis 1:28 (NIV)  “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.”  …  9:1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.”

Note that this was contrary to the goal of the people building the great city and tower

· God said fill the earth, implying dispersal

· They wanted to gather together in one place – permanency in one place 

In what ways do people work to make a name for themselves today?

· sports

· business

· social connections

· community politics (or at a higher level)

· influence within an organization (church, civic club, neighborhood organization)

What could be wrong with their (and our) wanting to do this, to make a name for themselves?

· this is humanism

· this makes man the one in charge, 
· man becomes the deity

· takes God out of the picture

When is striving for success wrong?

· when we glorify ourselves, not God

· when it takes over our lives to the detriment of our family, our relationship with God
· when it becomes an idol in my life 

·  when it is the most important thing in my life

In what ways can the negative side of ambition harm us?

· we have no time left for family or for God

· we sink all our money or resources into that ambition

· I might feel I must compromise my moral principles to succeed

· it becomes an obsession 

· it can be addictive, just like drugs or alcohol or gambling – it controls our lives
What can we do to keep from being addicted to this kind of ambition?
· choose carefully what you fill your mind with

· be skeptical of the promises made by advertisements which suggest “you deserve this” … “this product will really make you somebody”

· faithfully pursue God’s Truth … it will reveal all counterfeit claims

3.2 Focus on God’s Purposes
Listen for how these people’s plans were thwarted.
Genesis 11:5-9 (NIV)    But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. [6] The Lord said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. [7] Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other." [8] So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. [9] That is why it was called Babel--because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

What was God’s reaction to their plans?
· they are united by the power of their common language

· with their attitude and this capability, nothing they plan will be impossible

· God confused their language … caused differences in languages

· this prevented communication

· brought the construction to a halt

What did the people lose by doing things their own way instead of God’s?

· their unity

· their opportunity to work towards a good goal … to glorify God together
· they lost friends

· some may have lost investments

· they were forced to disperse – some lost their homes

· if the language differences cut across a family group, then this was also a loss

Consider the quote, “If we can imagine it, we can create it.”  What do you think might be dangerous about this philosophy?
· more humanism

· we are excluding God from the picture

· we believe we can accomplish anything we set our minds to 

· we believe we don’t need God

· similar to the phrase, “you can grow up and be anything you want to be”

What should we do when society or our community moves in a direction contrary to God’s purposes?

· some people advocate “vote the bums out”

· certainly we can pray

· we can continue to preach the Good News of salvation

· we can reach out with friendship, love, and compassion to a world that is hurting (despite their apparent rejection of Truth)
· love the sinner, hate the sin

How might the story in our passage have ended differently if one person or one family had insisted on seeking God’s direction?

· God would have been glorified, not man

· would we all still speak the same language?

· the city and tower might have been built, but not to the glory of the people

· God might not have intervened in such a drastic way
3.3 Help Establish Godly Standards
Listen for contrasts between rebellion against and submission to God, between good and evil.
Proverbs 28:2-5 (NIV)   When a country is rebellious, it has many rulers,  but a man of understanding and knowledge maintains order.  [3] A ruler who oppresses the poor  is like a driving rain that leaves no crops.  [4] Those who forsake the law praise the wicked,  but those who keep the law resist them.  [5] Evil men do not understand justice,  but those who seek the Lord understand it fully.   . . .  29:2 When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice;  when the wicked rule, the people groan.  [3] A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father,  but a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth.  [4] By justice a king gives a country stability,  but one who is greedy for bribes tears it down.  

This is Hebrew poetry with couplets, mostly contrasts … let’s list the differences between good and evil rulers by noting the effects on society.

What are the negative effects on a society with evil rulers

· no stability in leadership

· wicked people prosper

· justice is not done, not even understood

· people groan

· wealth is squandered

· the country is torn apart

What are positive effects on a society with righteous rulers?

· order is maintained

· the wicked are resisted

· justice is understood and applied

· people rejoice, a happy population

· young people bring joy to their parents

· the country is stable

Reality is that even believers are divided politically on a variety of issues.  Consider how we can determine God’s purposes on individual issues and work together for positive change.

· The passage makes it clear

· there is a  common theme 

· societies flourish when driven       by righteous people

              with godly standards

Consider also that our system of government gives us

· more of a voice

· thus also more of a responsibility  in the direction government takes

· we can vote, express our opinions to our representatives, and pray
4. Application
4.1 Consider the biblical quote .. James 4:17 (NIV)   Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.  … and the secular quote, All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.

Make a list of things you can do to have a godly influence on …

· your workplace

· your neighborhood

· your community, city, state, or nation

4.2 Find a list of your elected officials

· pray for them regularly

· pray for them by name

· consider a post card to every school board member (or whatever official you might decide) in your district, telling them of your prayers

4.3 Maybe God would have you serve as an elected office as a Christian under God’s design

· not to make a name for yourself

· rather to make a positive influence on your part of society
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