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Why Am I Here?

1. Motivate

Think about when you completed a project for your yard or for your house … how did you feel when it was all done?
· tired,  relieved

· a sense of achievement

· enjoyment in the finished product

· proud of accomplishment

· want to show it off to others

2. Transition

Consider how God felt when He completed the Creation – He had a specific design and purpose  … for our universe, for our planet, and for us !!

( understanding this helps us relate correctly to Him and to His creation

( Today we look at how the Bible’s account of our origins affects our lives today

3. Bible Study

3.1 Our Good Beginning
Listen for God’s actual method of creation – what did He do to make it happen?
Genesis 1:1-4 (NIV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  [3] And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. [4] God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 

Use your imagination … how do you think it looked when God created something out of nothing?

· at first space was empty, then … whump … planets (and later, plants and animals) appear

· maybe it was more like a slow dissolve on a video screen … hazy at first then more and more solid

· maybe there was a string of related objects appearing in sequence, each one just a bit different than the others

Consider that very first verse … how does accepting that statement as fact impact how you view life and the world?
· God is the source of all that exists

· we owe our very existence to Him

· we realize we are not here by chance … God purposed to bring all things into existence

· if He is the creative source, then He is the ultimate authority

· He deserves, I owe Him my submission, worship, obedience
· His power to create something from nothing implies/affirms that He can handle any need that exists in my life

When might someone’s life feel formless and empty,  as described in verse 2?
· without Christ

· after a failure

· often teenagers feel this way

· when you are alone, without friends and family

According to the passage, what did God do at this point in the creation – with formless, empty darkness?

· God said “Let there be light”

· the light was good

· God separated the light from the darkness

What can God do for us when we experience emptiness?

· bring light into our lives … the light of the good news of Jesus Christ

· bring order to our lives

· provide spiritual life which gives us purpose

· it will be made good !

3.2 Our Godly Nature and Purpose
Listen for characteristics or attributes of the man whom God created.
Genesis 1:26-28 (NIV)  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."   [27] So God created man in his own image,  in the image of God he created him;  male and female he created them.  [28]   God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

What do you learn about God’s creation of man from this passage?

· man was created in God’s image, God’s likeness

· man given the task to rule over fish, birds, livestock, all creatures, all of the earth

· created both male and female

· told to be fruitful, increase in number, fill the earth

· subdue the earth

What do you think it means to be created “in the image of God?”

· have intellect, 

· emotions, 

· a will, 

· a spiritual awareness

· we are creative (God is the creator)

What evidence do you see in this passage that God places high value on us?
· we are made in His likeness

· He gave us important responsibilities

· He gave us the capabilities to carry out those responsibilities

How can you celebrate the blessing of being made in God’s image?

· if you are made like Him, show a “family resemblance”

· submit to His Lordship

· worship Him, praise Him

· share who Jesus is with others around you … like showing family pictures

God places high value on us … how can we place a higher value on others?

· acts of kindness

· encouraging them, praying for them
· introduce them to Jesus!

· JOY ( Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last
3.3 Our Generous Provision
Listen for how God is not only the creator but also the provider.
Genesis 1:29-31 (NIV)  Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. [30] And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so. [31]   God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day. 

What do we see in this passage that God provides ?
· plants

· fruit trees

· these for food

For whom are these provisions made?

· people, humans

· beasts of the earth

· birds of the air

· all creatures

How do we reconcile these verses with the reality of times of famine and those who suffer from chronic malnutrition?

· shows how in our fallen condition, we are not good stewards of all that God has provided

· famine in some cases is due to abuse of the environment … other times it is weather patterns

In times when food sources are scarce, why should Christians offer care?

· God intends that His people are His instruments to provide for others

· God blesses us with resources so that we can minister to others with those resources

· Often times those who are in dire need for food and other supplies are also in need spiritually

· These situations offer an opportunity to bring the Gospel message along with fulfilling physical needs – even something as simple as the Christmas shoe boxes

3.4 Our Grounds for Worshiping God
Why do some of us have a hard time actually resting?

· we are so busy

· we tend to be workaholics 

· our mind refuses to shut down

· we keep thinking about …


· relationships

· responsibilities

· coming schedule

God was busy creating all of the universe … lots of details … listen how He finished.
Genesis 2:1-3 (NIV)  Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. [2] By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. [3] And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

Why would God not really need physical or emotional rest?
· He is all powerful, has supreme wisdom and knowledge

· He doesn’t get tired

What do you think it means then, that He “rested” on the 7th day?

· was more of a cessation of work/creative activity

· was a time set aside for reflection

· it was a day set aside as a memorial to His creative activity

· was an example for us

· He made the day holy or separate or different 

· He intended for us to make the day separate from our normal activities

What can we do to make the day just that … separate, holy

· as much as possible cease from work activities (knowing that some jobs must be done on Sunday – peace officers, health workers, etc.)

· dedicate the day to worship, ministry, reflection on God’s work in our lives

· certainly church services can be a delightful part of enjoying the God’s day of rest

· God didn’t need the rest but we do  … we need the restorative time

· in our culture, we do an exceeding amount of running around and business … we need to be quiet and recuperate 

Right now let’s spend some time in thanks to and praise of our Creator God.  Name some things, people, or events that you count as blessings from God.

· children, grandchildren

· parents who raised us in the fear and admonition of the Lord

· opportunities to work, earn a living – God’s provision for our material needs

· a church where Jesus is lifted up and people are brought to the Savior

· godly Sunday School teachers and youth workers who pointed us in the right direction when we were young

4. Application

4.1 Consider this quote by John Osbourne, an English playwright (deceased):

· how would you respond to his statement?

· who do you know who lives by this philosophy?
· write a letter to him (them), using what we have discussed today – offering them a reason for hope in this life
· pray for an opportunity to share your response to Osbourne’s quote with them

4.2 Which of the main points of the lesson seem most meaningful to you?
· Our good beginning

· Our godly nature and purpose

· Our generous provision

· Our grounds of worship

( Each day this week thank God for that specific aspect of His creation

4.3 We looked at God’s purposes for our lives … take some time to contemplate how you are fulfilling God’s purpose in your life

· at the beginning of this new year list what your purposes for the year are

· ask God’s help in having Christ centered purposes

· trust Him to keep centered on those purposes and keep your life from ending up chasing down “rabbit trails”

Remember that people “create” with preexisting materials or thoughts.  God began with nothing.





Here we are, we’re alone in the universe, there’s no God, it just seems that it all began a something as simple as sunlight striking on a piece of rock.  And here we are.  We’ve only got ourselves.  Somehow, we’ve just got to make a go of it.  We’ve only got ourselves.









5

