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Why Try?

1. Motivate

What kinds of things would you like to be able to do but seem so overwhelming that you hesitate to try?
· learn to play the piano ( or guitar or banjo)
· write the great American novel

· paint a mural

· plant a fancy flower garden

· start an exercise program

· learn to cook a fancy recipe

· design jewelry

2. Transition

The Great Commission – to take the Gospel message to the whole world – seems to us to be an overwhelming task …
( Today we look at ways in which we – as individuals and as a church – can participate in making a positive difference in the world through the spread of the Gospel

3. Bible Study

3.1 Your Purpose
Listen for how Paul affirms the Roman Christians.
Romans 15:14-16 (NIV) I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another. [15] I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me [16] to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

What positive things does Paul have to say about the Roman Christians?
· they are full of goodness

· complete in knowledge

· competent to instruct one another

What tasks or purpose does Paul say that God had given him?

· be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles
· priestly duty

· proclaim the gospel of God

· bring the Gentiles as an offering acceptable to God, sanctified (set aside to God) by the Holy Spirit

Why do you think Paul referred to these tasks as “the grace God gave me?”

· Paul considered it a blessing to do these things

· he didn’t deserve to be able to do these things but God had blessed him

· he considered it a privilege to fulfill God’s plan in this way

· especially after his former purpose in life was to persecute believers

God had dramatically changed Paul’s purpose …  consider some of the ways God changes our life purposes

· allow struggles to help us to learn to depend on Him

· speak to us through His Word – in personal Bible study, in preaching or teaching

· expose us to needs that are far greater than our own

· motivate us within by the convicting/convincing work of the Holy Spirit

3.2 Your Power
Why do we like to brag about our children or grandchildren or jobs or cars, etc?
· makes us look good

· we want to impress others

Listen what Paul says is the only thing he  wants to boast about.
Romans 15:17-19 (NIV) Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. [18] I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done-- [19] by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. 

According to this passage, what were legitimate boasts Paul could make?
· I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God
· Christ accomplished things through him

· God caused power of signs and miracles

· the power of the Spirit was at work

What then were the key factors that caused Gentiles to come to Christ?

· the power of God was at work through the message of the Gospel

· God cause signs and miracles

· God enabled Paul, empowered him

Contrast what happens when people live and minister in their own power versus when they live and minister by the Holy Spirit’s power?

	Human Power
	Holy Spirit

	· results (say in numbers) are temporary

· the only reward you get is the praise of men (also very temporary)

· God is not necessarily glorified

· the work seems a burden

· it can be very much a struggle

· if a church is based entirely on a human personality, when that person is gone, the church can fall apart
	· God gives eternal results

· God is glorified

· self is set aside

· eternal rewards

· it may still be hard work, but the burden is carried by God

· God moves His servants around but the important work of the Kingdom goes on and on


( Learn to depend on God’s power when you serve Him … witnessing, teaching, ministering in music
3.3 Your Plan
Listen for how Paul’s ministry compared to the construction of a building.
Romans 15:20-24 (NIV)  It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else's foundation. [21] Rather, as it is written:  "Those who were not told about him will see,  and those who have not heard will understand."  [22] This is why I have often been hindered from coming to you.   [23] But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since I have been longing for many years to see you, [24] I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to visit you while passing through and to have you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while. 

How did Paul see his missionary strategy in comparison to building construction?
· he didn’t want to build on someone else’s foundation

· he wanted to be the one building the foundation

· his ambition was always to preach the gospel where Christ was not known

What places did Paul speak of where this strategy had been or would be carried out?
· “these regions” –   no more places to “lay a new foundation”

· planned to go to Spain

· hoped to visit Rome as a staging point

· hoped for their assistance

What other kinds of ministry does a church need besides “laying the foundation?”

· teachers and disciplers

· ministers of reconciliation

· people involved in outreach to the community

· workers who minister to different age groups (children, youth, singles, seniors, young families)

· those who lead in worship

Suppose Paul (or some other missionary) came through, visiting our church on the way to a new ministry … what are some specific ways in which we could help a new missionary endeavor?
· financial giving

· prayer support

· communicate with the missionary in letters of encouragement, assurance of our prayers

· visiting them at their place of ministry to help them out in a special way (construction,  assistance in a crusade, sharing professional skills)

We have that opportunity  …

· giving to the Cooperative Program

· giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

· check out www.imb.org for ways to be specifically involved in missions 

3.4 Your Prayers
Listen for specific prayer requests that Paul gives in this passage.
Romans 15:30-32 (NIV) I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. [31] Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there, [32] so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and together with you be refreshed. 

What were Paul’s prayer concerns?
· pray he be rescued from unbelievers in Judea

· pray his service in Jerusalem would be acceptable to the saints there

· pray he would be able to meet with the church at Rome with joy, for refreshing

What kinds of prayer requests do missionaries have today?

· prayer for new programs, new strategies

· prayer for specific people who have recently come to Christ

· prayer for specific people who are “close to the Kingdom,” who are under conviction

· prayer for leadership within the national church, 

· for God to call new workers from among the national believers
· prayer for land or buildings (and the finances) for locating a church

· safety, health of the missionary staff – for that of their aging parents
· for their children – being home schooled or away at boarding school

· for visas to stay within their country

· for finances for equipment (vehicle, computer, generator, projector, etc.)

· for God to call young people in our country to foreign missionary service

· for personnel to reach a people group that are without a witness, people who have never even heard the name of “Jesus”

· God’s help for a new missionary who is learning a new language and adapting to the culture

· for the task of translating the Bible into a new language

The HCSB translation renders verse 30 this way, “I implore you … to agonize together with me in your prayers …”  What words do some other translations use here?
· join me in my struggle

· strive together with me

Why did Paul talk about his prayer support this way … agonize, strive, struggle?

· it takes dedication to be faithful in prayer support

· we must work hard to set aside that time

· Satan tries to distract us when we pray,  to make us sleepy

· it is more than casual prayer … more than “God bless the missionaries on the foreign fields”

· it may mean corresponding (which again, takes time and effort)  to find some of these specific needs mentioned above

· Paul considered prayer support an essential part of his struggle and striving

4. Application
4.1  What do you believe is your God-given purpose?

· Paul believed God wanted him as a pioneer missionary

· God needs all kinds of other ministries …

· raise children to love and serve Jesus

· faithfully pray and give

· build a strong home base church which supports world wide ministries
· be a witness to family, neighbors, co-workers

· God desires that you be passionate about and eager to share Christ

4.2 How can you as one person make a difference for Christ in the world?
· pray for the lost

· pray for missionaries

· support mission efforts financially

· personally take part in opportunities to share the Gospel

4.3 Find out how you can pray more specifically for missionary activity

· look up http://pray.imb.org 

· you can find prayer requests for specific people groups, specific locations, etc.

· this is a large database of prayer requests, find a prayer focus that God might lead you to or interest you in
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