Big Time Wrestling
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I get a real kick out of this picture.  I see two guys wrestling, but count how many feet there are.   Anyway, it reminds me of one of my interests as a teenager.  I grew up watching the TV stations from Cleveland, Ohio.  Along about 1958,  WJW Channel 8 started broadcasting wrestling  matches live,  right from their studios.  Wrestling names such as the Gallagher brothers, Fritz Von Erich, Bobo Brazil, Dick the Bruiser, and Man Mountain Montana became well known.  I eventually came to realize the matches were staged, planned, and probably even rehearsed.  The Saturday afternoon TV broadcasts were mainly publicity for the live matches at the Cleveland Arena.  It all came back to me when I read this passage about Jacob.
Genesis 32:22-26 (Msg) But during the night he got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants, and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He got them safely across the brook along with all his possessions.  But Jacob stayed behind by himself, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he couldn’t get the best of Jacob as they wrestled, he deliberately threw Jacob’s hip out of joint.  The man said, “Let me go; it’s daybreak.” Jacob said, “I’m not letting you go ’til you bless me.” 

This was the night before Jacob was going to meet the brother he had tricked out of their father’s blessing.  He had run away from home, begun a family, and was now returning … with some trepidation.  When we read about  this wrestling match, it seems that Jacob was grappling with more than the stranger who showed up.  He was dealing with a  couple of decades of guilt, anger, and fear.
Bible scholars suggest that the man with whom Jacob wrestled was God in human form, come to make a point with Jacob.  The physical wrestling was symbolic of the spiritual issues Jacob struggled with.  Jacob hung on and even with his hip out of joint sought a blessing from the Lord.

What kind of issues are you struggling with, wrestling with?  Maybe your classes, maybe a relationship or a situation back home. Health and finances can beat us up also.   Often we find ourselves struggling with God over what to do, how to handle the problem. 
 You might wonder why God didn’t just do a flying drop kick on Jacob and pin him 1-2-3.  God might wrestle with us, but amazingly He still allows us to choose who’s going to “win”!  
This is a no brainer … let God win!  Give in to His guidance and blessing in your life.
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